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MUCCA MADNESS
Marketing, page 5 
An unconventional marching band 
came to Doudna Thursday
PAGE  3
GET INVOLVED
There are several new opportuni-
ties for students looking to vol-
unteer this month.
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Enrollment numbers delayed 
By Chrissy Miller 
News Editor | @DEN_News
Tenth day enrollment numbers have not been re-
leased yet because some data was not corrected cor-
rectly.
“There was a little hiccup... for reporting gender 
and ethnicity for about 20 students,” said Josh Nor-
man, the associate vice president for enroll-
ment management. “Before we can do the 
release, all the data has to be fixed.”
The tenth day of classes was Friday, 
Aug.22.
Looking at numbers now, freshman en-
rollment is down, while transfer, interna-
tional undergraduate and graduate enroll-
ment is up.
Norman said the deficit in the number of stu-
dents will be the lowest Eastern has had in 6 years.
 He said 394 was the deficit six years ago.
“That’s a really positive trend,” Norman said. 
Norman said even 
though a budget was 
passed for the state of Illinois, the impact of the two-
year budget impasse can still be seen on enrollment 
numbers.
“This second year budget impasse, that being re-
solved in August, didn’t help any of us,” Norman 
said. 
“Those freshmen are looking at four years,in 
some cases five, six years of time at an institution, 
and when you’ve gone two years with a budget im-
passe in the state of Illinois, it has affected all of 
the institutions in the state except for the flagship 
schools.”
According to the Pantagraph, enrollment num-
bers for undergraduate students at Illinois State Uni-
versity have dropped 1.2 percent from fall 2016, to 
20,784. Graduate numbers haven risen, however.
At Southern Illinois University in Carbondale, 
enrollment dropped by nearly 9 percent compared 
to last year, as reported by the Pantagraph. Fall en-
rollment for SIU-C this year totals about 14,500, 
with 408 fewer freshman than fall 2016.
Norman said he believes transfer enrollment 
numbers are up because of the dedication Eastern 
has shown to developing strategic 
partnerships with community col-
lege partners.
“When the chips are down, 
if you can rely on those relation-
ships you can still come out on 
top,” Norman said. “We’re just 
trying to make a clear pathway for 
those transfer students to EIU and that’s just it. I 
want to be the most transfer-friendly institution in 
the state.”
Chrissy Miller can be reached at 581-2812 or 
clmiller9@eiu.edu
Students to protest DACA repeal Friday
By Kennedy Nolen
Multicultural Reporter | @KennedyNolenEIU
A rally to support the immigration policy Deferred Ac-
tion for Childhood Arrivals and DACA recipients is set for 
3:30 p.m. Friday in Morton Park.
On Tuesday, President Donald Trump ordered an end to 
DACA, a program that shields young undocumented immi-
grants from deportation, according to the New York Times.
The Latin American Student Organization decided to 
have the rally in response to this.
Katrina Thompson, secretary of LASO and a sophomore 
early childhood education major, said they are inspiring 
people to come and make the changes needed to make im-
migrants’ dreams of staying in the U.S. a reality for people.
Retired communication studies professor Shirley Bell is 
set to speak at the rally, as well as a student who is being af-
fected firsthand by the repeal.
“(The student) is going to humanize it so people can see 
these are real people being affected,” Thompson said.
Bell is going to explain what DACA is and what can hap-
pen under Trump’s order.
LASO will also hand out fliers with information on how 
to contact members of Congress and how to contact the 
representatives in and out of the district.
Stephanie Beltran, vice president of LASO and a soph-
omore biological sciences major, said one reason LASO 
members felt like they should host a rally is because a large 
percentage of DACA recipients are Latino or Hispanic. 
LASO wants to be there to support DACA recipients and 
say whatever is needed for those who are unable to speak, 
Beltran said.
Thompson said LASO is going to make signs and stand 
along the sidewalk on Lincoln Avenue so people passing by 
can see them.
“The community, not just EIU, but everyone as a whole 
in Charleston can be involved and share their support,” she 
said.
DACA, page 5 
"When the chips are down, if you can rely on those 
relationships, you can still come out on top."
Josh Norman, associate vice president  for 
enrollment management
QIAN CHENG | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Cheerleaders from Mucca Pazza perform an original cheer during the band’s flash mob Thursday afternoon at the Doudna Steps.
This pop-up concert took place before Mucca Pazza’s performance at 7:30 p.m. that night in the Dvorak Concert Hall in the Doudna Fine 
Arts Center.
Marketing 
shows prog-
ress after 
Town Halls
By Chrissy Miller
News Editor | @DEN_News
After the Town Hall marketing meetings, 
the Thorburn group, working in conjunc-
tion with a group of Eastern’s administration 
and faculty, has taken people’s feedback and is 
planning on moving forward with marketing 
initiatives.
Eastern hired the Thorburn group to help 
with its marketing efforts. A series of town 
halls last week presented the firm’s ideas to the 
public.
Josh Norman, the associate vice president 
for enrollment management, said Eastern Pres-
ident David Glassman noticed from looking 
at other universities’ budgets, as well as profes-
sional recommendations, that 1 to 2 percent of 
their budgets went toward marketing. 
“1 percent to 2 percent of our budget would 
be well over a million dollars. So, you’re talking 
about a significant expenditure, and I don’t be-
lieve we have yet spent half of that,” Norman 
said. “There is a significant portion of that allo-
cated to the creative execution.”
Norman said this includes things such as ra-
dio, YouTube and television commercials.
“One of the incentives about us partner-
ing with the Thorburn group is using a media 
planner,” Norman said. “Because they’re buy-
ing all this media at once, they’re negotiating a 
lower price than we could ever get ourselves.”
The amount of community involvement in 
the Town Hall meetings was a very uplifting 
experience, he said. 
“More than anything, it just really makes 
me excited to be in my position,” Norman 
said. “There’s something to be said about do-
ing what I’m doing on a campus where peo-
ple really, genuinely care about the future of 
the university.”
Norman said the people who attended the 
meetings seemed enthusiastic about getting be-
hind the initiative.
“Those two days, just being there at the 
town halls and just talking to students and 
talking to staff, it just really made me feel like, 
‘why the heck didn’t we do this 10 years ago?’” 
Norman said. 
“We’re just in a very unique situation, and 
I love that everybody is pulling together and 
they’re behind this.”
Pazza Party
IRMA ISSUES
Some football players have fami-
ly who are living in areas that 
could be affected by the Hurri-
cane.
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TODAY ON CAMPUS: 
ARLINGTON, Va. (AP) — Educa-
tion Secretary Betsy DeVos declared on 
Thursday that "the era of 'rule by let-
ter' is over" as she announced plans to 
change the way colleges and universi-
ties handle allegations of sexual assault 
on campus.
DeVos vowed to replace a set of 
rules enacted by the Obama adminis-
tration in a 2011 memo known as the 
"Dear Colleague Letter," which she 
said created a system that failed stu-
dents.
"Instead of working with schools on 
behalf of students, the prior adminis-
tration weaponized the Office for Civ-
il Rights to work against schools and 
against students," she said in a speech 
at George Mason University.
DeVos repeatedly spoke about pro-
tecting the rights of both victims and 
students who are accused of sexu-
al assault, saying the conversation has 
wrongly been framed as "a contest be-
tween men and women."
She didn't detail how the rules will 
change but said her office will seek 
feedback from the public and univer-
sities to develop new rules.
The announcement was applauded 
by critics who say the rules are unfairly 
stacked against students accused of sex-
ual assault, while advocacy groups for 
victims denounced DeVos's message as 
a step backward.
Andrew Miltenberg, a New York 
lawyer who represents students accused 
of sexual assault, said he was encour-
aged by the recognition that accused 
students have been mistreated.
"Up until now, everyone's been ter-
rified of saying what she said because 
the fear is it would be seen as being 
against victims' rights," he said.
Activists from Know Your IX, an ad-
vocacy group for sexual-assault survi-
vors, said the speech sent the message 
that colleges won't be held accountable 
for protecting students.
"I really fear that DeVos will take us 
back to the days when schools routine-
ly violated survivors' rights and pushed 
sexual assault under the rug," said Se-
jal Singh, a policy coordinator for the 
group.
Debate has flared in recent years 
over the 2011 guidance from the 
Obama administration, which requires 
schools to investigate all complaints 
of sexual assault and details how they 
must conduct disciplinary proceedings.
Critics say the rules call on campus 
officials with little legal experience to 
act as judges, and many say the stan-
dard of evidence required by the rules 
is too low.
Unlike in criminal courts, where 
guilt must be proved beyond a reason-
able doubt, colleges were told to judge 
students based on whether it's "more 
likely than not" they committed the 
offense.
Schools that violate the rules can 
lose federal funding entirely, although 
that penalty has never been dealt.
DeVos echoed critics during parts of 
her speech, blasting the rules for creat-
ing "'increasingly elaborate and con-
fusing guidelines" and relying on the 
"lowest standard of proof."
"Every survivor of sexual miscon-
duct must be taken seriously. Every 
student accused of sexual misconduct 
must know that guilt is not predeter-
mined," she said. "These are non-nego-
tiable principles."
At the same time, she made clear 
that "acts of sexual misconduct are rep-
rehensible, disgusting and unaccept-
able" and must be addressed head-on.
"Never again will these acts only be 
whispered about in closed-off counsel-
ing rooms or swept under the rug," she 
pledged.
The speech drew about two doz-
en protesters who gathered outside the 
auditorium, including some women 
who said they were assaulted on their 
campuses. Among them was Meghan 
Downey, 22, a recent graduate from 
the College of William & Mary, who 
said she doesn't want the Trump ad-
ministration to "attribute more validity 
to the voices of the accused."
Some education leaders from the 
Obama administration disputed the 
characterizations made in DeVos's 
speech.
Catherine Lhamon, who led the Ed-
ucation Department's Office for Civil 
Rights under President Barack Obama, 
defended the guidelines and said they 
have repeatedly been upheld by courts.
She added that her office frequent-
ly ruled on behalf of students accused 
of sexual assault, and rebuked DeVos 
for opening the rules to what she called 
"essentially a popular vote."
"I thought she used her voice for 
ill today in a way that was damaging 
and distressing, but I believe our col-
leges will continue to fulfill their obli-
gations," Lhamon said in an interview.
DeVos plans to change rules 
on campus sexual assault
CHICAGO (AP) — ACT college en-
trance exam scores have improved across 
Illinois this year as the number of students 
taking the test has dropped.
Across the state, students posted the 
highest score in the last five years with a 
21.4 score across all four subjects on the 
exam.
The number of test takers has dropped 
by about 21,500 since 2016. ACT 
spokesman Ed Colby told the Chica-
go Tribune the decline in test takers has 
probably helped boost the statewide 2017 
results. He said the results likely don't 
have as many students who weren't pre-
paring for college than previous years.
"But we won't know until next year," 
Colby said.
Colby said there's a chance the num-
ber of students taking the ACT will drop 
again in 2018, because Illinois "adminis-
tered the SAT to all students in that grad 
class."
Illinois topped the national average of 
21 and exceeded national averages on per-
centage of students considered college-
ready in English, math, reading and sci-
ence.
In math, 44 percent of students were 
college-ready, up from 41 percent; in 
reading, 48 percent were prepared, up 
from 42 percent; and in science, 39 per-
cent were college-ready, compared with 
36 percent. Thirty percent of the students 
who took the test statewide were consid-
ered college-ready in all four subjects, up 
from 26 percent the year before.
ACT scores 
increase in 
Illinois as 
fewer test
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) — 
French, British and Dutch military au-
thorities rushed aid to a devastated string 
of Caribbean islands Thursday after Hur-
ricane Irma left at least 11 people dead 
and thousands homeless as it spun toward 
Florida for what could be a catastrophic 
blow this weekend.
Warships and planes were dispatched 
with food, water and troops after the fear-
some Category 5 storm smashed homes, 
schools and roads, laying waste to some of 
the world's most beautiful and exclusive 
tourist destinations.
Hundreds of miles to the west, Flori-
da braced for the onslaught, with forecast-
ers warning that Irma could slam head-
long into the Miami metropolitan area of 
6 million people, punish the entire length 
of the state's Atlantic coast and move into 
Georgia and South Carolina.
More than a half-million people in Mi-
ami-Dade County were ordered to leave 
as Irma closed in with winds of 175 mph 
(281 kph).
"Take it seriously, because this is the real 
deal," said Maj. Jeremy DeHart, a U.S. Air 
Force Reserve weather officer who flew 
through the eye of Irma at 10,000 feet.
The hurricane was still north of the Do-
minican Republic and Haiti on Thursday 
evening, sweeping the neighboring nations 
on Hispaniola island with high winds and 
rain while battering the Turks and Caico 
islands on its other side.
Big waves smashed a dozen homes into 
rubble in the Dominican fishing commu-
nity of Nagua, but work crews said all the 
residents had left before the storm. Offi-
cials said 11,200 people in all had evacuat-
ed vulnerable areas, while 55,000 soldiers 
had been deployed to help the cleanup.
In Haiti, two people were injured by 
a falling tree, a national roadway was 
blocked by debris and roofs were torn 
from houses along the northern coast but 
there were no immediate reports of deaths. 
Officials warned that could change as 
Irma continued to lash Haiti, where de-
forested hillsides are prone to devastat-
ing mudslides that have wiped out en-
tire neighborhoods of precariously built 
homes in flood zones.
"We are vulnerable. We don't have any 
equipment to help the population," Jos-
ue Alusma, mayor of the northern city of 
Port de Paix, said on Radio Zenith FM.
About a million people were with-
out power in Puerto Rico after Irma side-
swiped the island overnight, and nearly 
half the territory's hospitals were relying 
on generators. No injuries were reported.
The first islands hit by the storm were 
scenes of terrible destruction.
French Prime Minister Edouard 
Philippe said four people were confirmed 
dead and about 50 injured on the French 
side of St. Martin, an island split between 
Dutch and French control. The toll could 
rise because rescue teams had yet to get a 
complete look at the damage.
At least four people were killed in the 
U.S. Virgin Islands, and officials said they 
expected to find more bodies. Authorities 
described the damage as catastrophic and 
said crews were struggling to reopen roads 
and restore power.
Three more deaths were reported on 
the British island of Anguilla, independent 
Barbuda and the Dutch side of St. Martin.
Nations rush to help islands devastated by Hurricane Irma
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THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
By Chrissy Miller
News Editor | @DEN_News
Mucca Pazza led with Brent Roman, one 
of the band members formerly from the 
Coles County area, conducting two upbeat 
pieces of music at the Doudna Fine Arts Cen-
ter on Thursday.
The music was so exuberant, Roman 
hopped across the stage in the middle of con-
ducting because he was so moved by it.
The band performed other pieces includ-
ing the “Sit Down Waltz,” in which Sha-
ron Lanza and Vanessa Valliere danced with 
themselves, and the “Tube Sock Tango,” writ-
ten by Ronnie Kuller.
Kuller, the accordion player and artistic di-
rector for the group, said the band performs 
almost solely music written by its current and 
former members.
“It’s like an orchestra with legs,” Kuller 
said. “We make the most beautiful sounds 
that we can make really and perform the 
sounds the way they should be performed, 
even though we’re jumping up and down and 
dancing around and falling over.”
Kuller said the band’s name means “mad 
cow disease” in Italian. Kuller said although 
she was not there during the naming process, 
she assumes they picked the name because 
the band is quirky and their energy is infec-
tious.
“If a bunch of people had gotten kicked 
out of a bunch of different marching bands 
for marching in a different direction than ev-
eryone else and somehow ended up march-
ing towards each other and making up their 
own band, then that would be Mucca Pazza,” 
Kuller said.
Courtney Boyd, a soph\omore music per-
formance major, said when she saw the band’s 
performance on NPR’s Tiny Desk Concerts, 
she knew she had to come.
“I like how wild and raunchy they are,” 
Boyd said. “A lot of their music is very care-
free, it’s very fluid, it’s very energetic, it’s very 
loud and they get in your face.”
Boyd said the band’s fun nature displayed 
a powerful lesson for performers.
“Hopefully they’ll inspire more musicians 
at Eastern to explore a bit more,” Boyd said. 
“One of the really cool things they do is ex-
ploring their sound and how far can they 
push the limits of what they’re going to do 
and what they’re going to put in.”
Boyd said it was impressive to see how the 
band approached thinking about music. As a 
performance major, Boyd said the focus is of-
ten on how fast or well a musician can play 
a piece.
“It becomes very narrow,” Boyd said. “I 
feel like they take some of those rules that we 
so commonly follow and kind of just throw 
those out of the window and play what they 
want to play.”
Marcial Bustamante, a junior music per-
formance major, said the members’ unique, 
colorful costumes really stood out to him.
“They all looked like they had old high 
school marching uniforms,” Bustamante said. 
“Everyone had something different on.”
Bustamante said this differed greatly from 
his past marching band experience.
“We all wore the same thing. When your 
parents came to the games, it was kind of 
hard to see who was who,” Bustamante said. 
“Marching band for us was strict.”
Mucca Pazza seemed freer, Bustamante 
said, which made the fact that they were hav-
ing fun clearly evident to the audience.
“They were dancing and having fun. I feel 
like that helps (because) the more expressive 
you are, sometimes, you play better,” he said. 
“Sometimes you’re just too worried about be-
ing perfect and doing everything correctly 
other than just having fun and doing what 
you love.”
Chrissy Miller can be reached at 581-2812 or 
clmiller9@eiu.edu.
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AG Ryle Companies is offering jobs in the Mattoon area for positive people who 
will help care for our clients. Instead of an office or a building, work in a house in 
the community, with 4 to 8 clients per home. Job involves assisting 
developmentally and physically disabled clients by helping them with daily 
activities, grooming, basic hygiene, and light housekeeping.
Part-time openings on 3rd shift (11 pm - 7am) - 16 hours a week.
l Paid training  l  No experience required  l CNAs/DSPs encouraged to apply l 
l Must be 18 and pass background check  l 
l High school diploma or equivalent required l
l Equal Opportunity Employer l
Please call today for more information:  217-493-1164.
Come CARE with Us!
  
US ON 
L I K E 
MELISSA JABEK | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Mucca Pazza performs Thursday evening at the Dvorak Concert Hall in the Doudna Fine Arts Center.  Almost all of the music played by the band was written by its past and present members.
MELISSA JABEK | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Two cheerleaders perform their act Thursday during the Mucca 
Pazza concert at the Doudna Fine Arts Center.
Mucca Pazza spreads infectious enthusiasm
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Hangout Hassle
Town Halls over, but marketing ideas are not
Sean Hastings 
The marketing Town Halls have come 
and gone. Hopefully everyone who wanted 
to at the university was able to go to them.
Now, the real work should begin. 
For the university, there has been a lot 
going on. According to an article in to-
day’s issue of The Daily Eastern News, this 
includes many media buys, such as radio, 
YouTube and television commercials.
Luckily, there was community involve-
ment  dur ing the  Town Hal l  meet ings . 
Though it seems that there were positive 
affirmations given, hopefully, people were 
still able to voice necessary criticisms of the 
marketing initiatives if they had them. 
No plan is perfect, and if there are any 
kinks in the Thorburn group’s plan they 
should be ironed out as soon as possible. 
A marketing initiative that involves the 
whole university should include the whole 
university as well. 
Everyone needs to be represented in the 
plans the Thorburn group has. While they 
may be experts in marketing, the people on 
this campus are the experts on Eastern. Ev-
eryone, from staff to students to faculty, 
probably has ideas they could contribute to 
this campaign.
According to the article giving an update 
about marketing intitiaitves, it was said that 
many universities spend about 1 to 2 per-
cent of their budgets on marketing.
Whi l e  y e s ,  t h i s  s e ems  l i k e  a  s ma l l 
amount, it is still quite a chunk of money.
 At Eastern, according to Josh Norman, 
associate vice president of enrollment man-
agement, this would mean well over a mil-
lion dollars. 
This is a significant expenditure indeed. 
It should only make sense that with the 
Thorburn group getting this kind of money 
the people of the university should be get-
ting their voices heard and make sure to be 
represented in any plans they have.
According to Eric Sickler, the vice pres-
ident of client services for the Thorburn 
group, the feedback on the Town Halls is 
now being used to make sure the group cap-
tures “the kinds of images that will fuel the 
creative process.”
He even mentioned starting with the lo-
cal Charleston community to help make 
sure people see Eastern is alive and that 
they understand what Eastern is all about.
This focus on having ‘local ambassadors’ 
is a step in the right direction. 
Many community members who have 
lived here for years know all about Eastern. 
Some of them may have gone here, others 
may have had family or close friends who 
did. 
Growing  up  a round  the  un ive r s i t y, 
though, they will have been given a close 
up on how it has changed throughout the 
years, especially through the challenges it 
has faced.
The Town Halls may be over, but the 
idea of marketing and giving feedback are 
not. 
So continue doing what you can to make 
sure everyone’s ideas are vouched for-in-
cluding yours.
You never know what could make the dif-
ference.
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of 
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.
Karma can 
hurt you
Sean Hastings is a senior journalism major. He can 
be reached at 581-2812 or smhastings@eiu.edu
Letters to the Editor
Everyone makes mistakes, especially students 
who are learning in their field of study.
We all know people make mistakes, but for 
some reason people always need to be reminded 
that student journalists fit into the same category 
of forgiveness during their academic journey. 
Is this a justification for journalists to make 
careless mistakes? 
Of course not. 
Every student journalist on this campus fol-
lows some code of ethics and strives for accuracy, 
whether they are with the news channels, year-
book, newspaper and so on.  
While it may be hard to believe, we are 
human. We are one of the only fields of study on 
campus that literally has their work on display 
for the entire campus AND Charleston commu-
nity to see. 
Not to mention alumni and whoever else is 
reading content online.
Keeping this in mind, we are up for scruti-
ny by pretty much anyone who feels like scream-
ing at us and I am not bluffing. We have been 
on the receiving end of some pretty loud, nasty 
phone calls. 
I am not saying we cannot take criticism; by 
all means, let us know if we have made a mis-
take. We tend to be thick-skinned with all of the 
criticism and if not, we become thick-skinned. 
But do it in a respectful and constructive way 
because you are not stripped of your humanity 
when you get a problem wrong on a test. 
You might have the luxury of keeping the 
bumps of your academia within a folder, but 
ours is public, so please try to put yourself in our 
shoes.
I also find that some of this heat comes with-
in our own journalism department or from stu-
dents who are taking journalism courses, and 
a lot of times the heat comes from people who 
have never walked into a college newsroom.
To those who are skeptical: I understand how 
word of mouth or past mistakes can damage 
your opinion of how the newsroom might work.
I remember my first time walking into the 
newsroom. 
I felt small and squeamish, but I quickly 
learned of the plethora of opportunity that this 
department offers.
If the problem lies within leadership in the 
newsroom, it is also important to remember 
many of the students in higher positions are 
still learning just like you when you are getting 
trained to write a story or take a photograph. 
The funny thing is, most people within the 
department either a.) have not even stepped foot 
into any college newsroom or b.) not been in 
the newsroom long enough to understand the 
dynamic of the workplace.
I cannot speak for every publication at East-
ern, but I would not be surprised if they agree 
with me when I say, come into the newsroom if 
you have beef with the way a publication does 
things.
Last year’s editor of this very page, Shelby 
Niehaus, was fed up with the grammatical errors 
in The Daily Eastern News, so she became a copy 
editor. 
Although not everyone is as willing to go 
as far as to work for a publication to help with 
errors, it does not hurt to pick up the phone if 
you have an issue.
With so much misinformation in times like 
these, it is important to be open to conversation 
and to at the least, give a chance to student jour-
nalists before shooting them down. 
Abbey Whittington can be reached at 581-2812 or 
anwhittington@eiu.edu.
    Abbey Whittington
Put yourself in others’ shoes
The day was perfect. It was not too hot, for 
once this past summer when I went to see Dave 
Matthews and Tim Reynolds. It may have been 
the windiest day of the summer, but it made the 
temperature perfect. 
Dave Matthews tickets cost a pretty penny so 
I sold my tickets to my parents and ended up 
going with my cousin Sean. 
My cousin made the deal with me that he 
would pay for my tickets for Saturday’s show 
and Sunday’s show, as long as I supplied refresh-
ments during the show. 
Long story short, I ended up making money 
after selling my tickets and buying the refresh-
ments. 
Having seen Dave at Northerly Island in Chi-
cago five times before, I know that the sun sets 
behind the stage which meant sunglasses were a 
necessity for the first part of the show, at least. 
I owned one pair of sunglasses: A nice $100 
pair of Oakleys. I loved these sunglasses. I wore 
them everyday, and what can I say, I looked 
pretty fresh in them. 
Dave and Tim put on an awesome set and 
the show was just as good as the first time I saw 
Dave 14 shows ago. 
Besides the fact that I was having a good 
time, my mom, who does not LOVE Dave the 
way I do, and my dad, the average fan, were see-
ing their first concert. So for a obsessed fan like 
me, this day was special. 
Once it got dark, I hooked my glasses on my 
shirt. Safe right? 
The way a Dave show works is that whoev-
er you sit next to, they become your best friends 
for the next three hours. Except if you and your 
cousin leave at two different times throughout 
the show and take turns kicking over each of the 
two women’s beers. May or may not have hap-
pened. 
They were fine with it, not mad, but still, I 
think Karma was coming for me. 
Side story: The two women came into the res-
taurant I worked at two days later. Talk about 
awkward. 
I wish I could go relive that show 10 more 
times, but sometime during or after something 
tragic happened. 
This was the busiest weekend in Chicago of 
the summer. Dave and Tim were at Norther-
ly Island playing two shows, Blues Fest was on 
Michigan Avenue, Rib Fest was going on, and 
Spring Awakening was also in Chicago. 
It’s safe to say Chicago was a Madhouse. We 
had to walk for 40 minutes before there was 
an available cab to take back to our car parked 
across the city. 
Anyway, this was a long while after the show 
had ended we were going to get food and one 
more drink before hitting the road. 
So the next day comes and I wake up and I’m 
looking to get ready for Sunday night’s show. I 
have everything except my sunglasses. My nice 
$100 Oakleys. 
I lost my Oakelys somewhere in Chicago 
and the worst part is, I have no idea when I lost 
them. My cousin made it a point to not where 
his nice ones to the show in fear of losing his.
Whether they’re at the show, in the cab, or in 
the restaurant, someone is enjoying those glasses.
To this day, I have not gotten over it. 
I guess that’s karma. I learned my lesson: 
Don’t kick over people’s beer, karma will get you. 
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Transportation 
provided for 
most programs
By: AJ Fournier
Campus Reporter | @DEN_News
 
A variety of different volunteer 
opportunities are available both 
on campus and off campus for stu-
dents, with some new ones com-
ing this fall.
One of these new programs is 
Teen Reach, where teenagers come 
to campus once a week to explore 
different aspects of campus,  such 
as checking out the green screen at 
Eastern’s TV station.
 “It will be 
a different activi-
ty every week,” said 
Beth Gillespie, in-
ter im director  of 
Civic Engagement 
and Volunteerism.
 Different volunteer op-
portunities are offered six days a 
week throughout each semester.  
Gillespie said certain programs, 
like the mobile food pantry and 
Special Olympics, usually fill up 
quickly.
 Another new program of-
fered this fall is volunteering at 
the animal shelter.
 With the animal shelter, 
volunteers go in and spend time 
with dogs and cats that have not 
been adopted yet.
 “When the animals are in 
the shelter, the animals don’t get 
much one-on-one time with a per-
son, and so if we can go and give 
them that attention that they are 
lacking, then in theory they might 
be less rambunctious when meet-
ing families,” Gillespie said. 
Another  program of f e red  i s 
PLAY, which is a variety of differ-
ent after school programs where 
students help children in differ-
ent ways. 
Brown said a big service day 
this semester is a part of Family 
Weekend.
The Office of Civic Engage-
ment and Volunteerism’s goal is 
for students to get their family 
and friends involved.
 “We will have two proj-
ects during that weekend, one be-
ing at a mobile food pantry in a 
local community, and the other 
will be staying here on a campus 
where students and families can 
make fleece blankets for One Stop 
Community Christmas,” Brown 
said.
 The university provides 
transportation to over 90 percent 
of the programs, Brown said.
 “We tell students to not 
let that be a barrier for them pick-
ing an opportunity, because even 
if there is a program that we don’t 
provide transportation, we will do 
our best to see if we can get them 
transportation,” Brown said.
 Gillespie said when stu-
dents are giving back and volun-
teering, it gives people a positive 
view toward Eastern.
 “Our EIU students give 
back unlike anything we have ever 
s een ,  and that  i s 
one of  the things 
we  have  t r i ed  to 
do in  the  las t  18 
m o n t h s ,  i s  h e l p 
tell the community 
what our students are doing and 
help make the community stron-
ger and make a difference in the 
lives of our neighbors,” Gillespie 
said. 
 Gillespie said that there 
would be just as many opportuni-
ties in October and November as 
well as September.
AJ Fournier can be reached at 581-
2812 or ajfournier@eiu.edu.
FILE PHOTO| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Kyrsten Holderby, a senior biological sciences major, works with the Office of Civic Engagement and Volunteerism 
in one of their many volunteer opportunities throughout the year. The office will provide many opportunities to 
volunteer this month.
Volunteer opportunities available 
“Our EIU students give back unlike anything we have 
ever seen,”
-Beth Gillespie, interim director of Civic Engagement and Volunteerism
» DACA
CONTINUED FROM PAGE1
LASO also reached 
out to the Asian-Amer-
ican Association, the 
Association of Interna-
tional Students, African 
Student Association, 
the French Club and 
other organizations on 
campus to see if they 
want to participate.
Beltran said peo-
ple who are not aware 
about different circum-
stances that DACA re-
cipients or the fami-
lies of DACA recipi-
ents face can get a bet-
ter look at their posi-
tion at the rally. 
Some people  see 
things on the news 
about DACA, but do 
not really know what is 
actually happening,so 
LASO wants to inform 
people on the topic, 
Thompson said.
“This is a peaceful 
rally. It is all about sup-
port,” she added.
Kennedy Nolen can be 
reached at 581-2812 or 
kdnolen@eiu.edu.
» Marketing
CONTINUED FROM PAGE1
Norman said he was 
able to put up a video of 
the presentation as well 
as the PowerPoint Tues-
day for viewing by fac-
ulty, staff and students 
at https://www.eiu.edu/
branding. He said peo-
ple can still leave feed-
back about the market-
ing initiative on that 
page.
“We initially had au-
thentication on the en-
tire page, but we wanted 
the community’s feed-
back,” Norman said. 
“So, we removed the au-
thentication so commu-
nity members had the 
opportunity to have in-
put on that presentation 
that President Glassman 
and Eric made and on 
the brand foundation 
and creative execution.”
Seeing what parts of 
the brand foundation 
received positive affir-
mation allows the group 
to make those parts 
more visible and tone 
down or remove piec-
es that the communi-
ty does not feel fit, Nor-
man said.
Eric Sickler, the vice 
president of client ser-
vices for the Thorburn 
group, said in his expe-
rience, when a series of 
meetings is done, the at-
tendance trails off after 
the first or second meet-
ing. However, he said, 
such was not the case 
with Eastern.
“ We  h a d  g o o d , 
strong showings at all 
four of the sessions,” 
Sickler said. “Lots of 
nodding of heads and 
smiles in the room sug-
gested to me what we 
were sharing with them 
was really resonating 
well with the audience.”
 The stories people 
shared gave the Thor-
burn group a depth of 
context, which Sickler 
said has been helpful.
“That feedback has 
helped make sure we 
capture the kinds of im-
ages that will fuel the 
creative process,” Sickler 
said. “We’ll start with 
the local Charleston 
community in terms of 
making sure the com-
munity sees that East-
ern is alive, understands 
accurately what Eastern 
is all about, and real-
ly, the idea behind that 
is to build ambassadors 
locally because we know 
that great marketing al-
ways starts at home.”
    Chrissy Miller can be 
reached at 581-2812 or 
clmiller9@eiu.edu
Officer-involved shooting 
occurs at Miami airport
MIAMI (AP) — Po-
lice said they were in-
vestigating an officer-in-
volved shooting Thurs-
day night at the Mi-
ami airport that shut 
down a terminal as peo-
ple looked to leave Flor-
ida ahead of Hurricane 
Irma.
Police said in a state-
ment that they were re-
sponding, but no other 
details were immediate-
ly available.
Airport officials said 
in a tweet that the sit-
uation involved a sin-
gle suspect and is under 
control. Concourse J 
was temporarily closed, 
airport spokesman Greg 
Chin said.
The shooting comes 
as many travelers are 
trying to get out of the 
path of the Category 5 
hurricane, which devas-
tated a string of Carib-
bean islands and is on 
its way to Florida.
It  was not imme-
diately clear how the 
closure was affecting 
flights. Miami’s airport 
departures notifications 
showed several delays 
for flights at J gates. But 
Woodford was able
The Latam f l ight 
to Santiago was listed 
as delayed nearly two 
hours, but still leaving 
at midnight.
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Help wanted
Announcements
For rent
ACROSS
 1 Some undergrad 
degs.
 4 Plans nefariously
 9 Rout
13 “That’s a shocker”
16 ___ number
17 Labor market 
short on long-
term work
18 Gunn of 
“Breaking Bad”
19 3-year-old in 
2015 sports 
news
21 “Sorta”
22 Ahead of, 
old-style
23 Like pawns and 
puppets
26 Point guard, e.g.
32 Historic 
“restructuring”
35 Grp. with the 
1976 platinum 
album “A New 
World Record”
36 Nova Scotia’s 
Grand ___ 
National Historic 
Site
37 Who said “All I 
need to make a 
comedy is a park, 
a policeman and 
a pretty girl”
38 Bass part
39 Ellipsis 
alternative, 
maybe
40 Quaint evening 
reading material
42 Low-level 
computer work
44 Like many indie 
films
45 Chafe
46 It appears at 
the top of a 
page
48 Autocrat known 
as “the Liberator”
57 What fish or 
chicken can be, 
but not turkey
58 They’re light-
years away
59 Nuisance
60 Band featured 
in the 
mockumentary 
“The Great Rock 
’n’ Roll Swindle”
61 Seizure
62 White Cloud 
competitor
63 ___-mo
DOWN
 1 N.Y.C. racetrack, 
informally
 2 Level
 3 Learned
 4 Doggy
 5 Chinese tennis 
star who has 
won both the 
French and 
Australian 
Opens
 6 Go crazy with, in 
a way
 7 Many a sub
 8 Teammate of 
Hammerin’ Hank 
in 22 All-Star 
Games, with 
“the”
 9 The N.I.H. is 
based in it
10 City near Pyramid 
Lake
11 Bone involved in 
pronation
12 Eliciting a “meh”
14 Pooh-pooh
15 Longtime TV 
procedural
20 Fendi rival
23 Hiked
24 Maker of the 
iComfort line
25 At attention
26 Brooklyn art 
institute
27 Horse or gazelle, 
at times
28 The ___ School 
(Manhattan 
dance institution)
29 Sour, fermented 
milk drink
30 “Burnt Norton” 
poet
31 “The Daily Show” 
correspondent 
Chieng
33 White of the 
eye
34 Like ingrates
41 Object of a 
scout’s search
43 Modern travelers’ 
marketplace
46 Black
47 Food figs.
48 “Modern Family” 
rating
49 Brand
50 Cantatrice’s 
delivery
51 C.F.O., e.g.
52 Love letters
53 Datum for a 
secy.
54 Some old fire 
trucks
55 “___ do”
56 Playground 
rejoinder
PUZZLE BY DAMON GULCZYNSKI
Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 7,000 past 
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Read about and comment on each puzzle: nytimes.com/wordplay. 
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Summer time send-off
THALIA ROULEY | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Karley Bridgwater, a freshman undecided major, and Ellie Nicolin, a freshman family and consumer 
sciences major, make spin art frisbees Thursday afternoon in the South Quad. The event, Summer Spin-
Off, was hosted by the University Board, which plans on doing similar programs on the first Thursday of 
every month. The UB is also in charge of Homecoming and the Spring Concert, which takes place every 
year in Lantz Arena.
THALIA ROULEY | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Jake Spinnato and Jessie Wasserman, both junior psychology majors, tie dye tow-
els Thursday in the South Quad. They both said they enjoyed the warm weather.
GAME CLUB: TUESDAYS 6pm - 
10pm at Jackson Avenue Coffee. 
FRIDAYS 7pm - midnight at the 
Charleston County Market’s mezza-
nine. www.meetup.com/Charles-
ton-Game-Club www.facebook.
com/groups/charlestongameclub 
________________________ 9/12 
Luxury three bedroom townhouse. 
Best value in Charleston. $225 
month/person plus utilities. Must 
see. Call TJ. (217) 549-2668.
  ________________________ 9/8
soloist to lead hymns and sing solo. 
10:30 -11:30 am Sundays. Pay $30. 
Christian Science Society, Charles-
ton. Contact: Fran 217-273-2779
_________________________ 9/8
Help wanted The Hideout Tuscola 
hiring dancers 18 and over no ex-
perience needed transportation 
provided make lots of cash fast 
348-0288 wilhoitd@yahoo.com
_________________________ 9/8
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Men’s soccer hosts Saint Francis
By JJ Bullock
Assistant Sports Editor | @DEN_Sports
Coming off three consecutive games in 
which it has shut out its opponent and a 
streak of five games where it has surrendered 
just two total goals, the formidable Eastern 
defense will face a school that, despite its 
NAIA status, boasts a high scoring and 
productive offense. 
When the Eastern men’s soccer team hosts 
Saint Francis, who although is just a NAIA 
school, this Sunday, the Panthers will view 
them and their high-octane offense no dif-
ferently than any other opponent this sea-
son.
“We don’t take anybody lightly,” Eastern 
head coach Kiki Lara said. “With the NAIA 
tag, it is at times more frightening because 
of the different rules. I have played at the 
Division II level, I have played at the NAIA 
level, and some of these teams can be the 
best teams in the country. Not necessarily 
Saint Francis, I’m not sure, we are still do-
ing research on that, but these teams can be 
built with some of the best players in the 
country.”
Saint Francis has outscored its opponents 
13-4 in four games this season and outshot 
them at an equally alarming 109-39 clip 
over that span. 
Likewise,  the Eastern defense is  a lso 
playing at a high level which could be set-
ting these teams up for a fire-and-ice type 
matchup. 
“We look at it the same way (we have 
looked at) the last four or five games,” Lara 
said. “I think that with the defending team 
that we have, it’s a strength of ours. So, we 
can approach every game in that manner. 
There is nothing different, we have actual-
ly played some of the best offensive teams in 
the region, and so if this is one that is high-
powered, it is just another opportunity for 
us to see a good attacking program.”
Saint Francis’ leading goal scorers on the 
season are junior midfielder Kelvin Ndlovu 
and junior defender Mohamad Rashid, who 
each have three goals on the year. 
Eastern’s last three games came in a span 
of five days, two of which went into double 
overtime adding minutes, but now the Pan-
thers will receive a five-day break between 
their last game against Northern Kentucky 
and the upcoming matchup against Saint 
Francis. 
The extra days off have allowed Eastern 
time to recover and recuperate some minor 
muscle and general injuries for Sunday. 
Thursday, Lara split his team into three 
groups based on how many minutes each 
group played to help the team’s growth.  
“Development is one of the key pillars to 
our program, and there is a lot of players 
that haven’t played minutes that are still 
absolutely vital to the team,” Lara said. 
“So, this is a great opportunity for them to 
spend time getting most of the reps in and 
continue developing.”
The game will be played Sunday at Lake-
side Field at 3:30 p.m.
It will be Eastern’s last home game until 
Sept. 19, when they return to Lakeside Field 
to play Wright State.
JJ Bullock can be reached at 
581-2812 or jpbullock@eiu.edu.
By Dillan Schorfheide
Women’s Soccer Reporter | @DEN_Sports
Eastern’s women’s soccer team undoubted-
ly has some momentum going into its week-
end home matches, with scoring seven goals 
in its two games last week, while picking up 
the win Sunday.
The goals from the matches last weekend 
bumped the team’s total scoring to 11 goals 
on the season, already more than the total 
from last season of 10.
“Continuing to work on our offensive 
movement off the ball in order to create op-
tions and confuse the opponent’s defense has 
really worked in our favor,” sophomore de-
fender Lindsey Carlson said. 
She added it was a goal for the team to 
score more than it did last season. And while 
the offense has been putting up the big num-
bers recently, as far as scoring goes, the Pan-
thers’ defense has been playing well to stop 
the other team from scoring and give the of-
fense more chances to score.
So far in the young season, the Panther 
defense has given up a total of seven goals in 
six games, or 1.16 goals a game. On top of 
that, the Panthers have recorded two shut-
outs in those six games.
The defense has done a great job of not 
only stopping the opposing offense from 
scoring, but getting the ball out of the de-
fensive third to the midfielders and forwards, 
giving them scoring chances and possession.
A perfect example of this was the Panthers’ 
5-1 victory against Chicago State Sunday. 
Junior defender Kayla Stolfa set the Eastern 
record for most assists in a game for the 
women’s soccer team with four.
Stolfa was able to move up with the of-
fense and cross the ball into the box for her 
forwards to score.
Eastern’s defense has helped the Panthers 
to maintain leads and give the offense room 
to work with by not letting them fall behind 
for the most part.
“I think from our goalie to our back line 
to the midfield and to the forwards, we have 
gotten better on when to apply pressure and 
when to delay,” Carlson said. “Our mindset 
right now is to really be aware of the opposi-
tion of where they are and anticipate where 
their runs are going because unfortunately 
that’s where most of our conceded goals have 
come from, through set pieces and disorga-
nization.”
Both Eastern’s offense and defense seem-
ingly have favorable matchups for their 
weekend matches. The Panthers’ opponent 
Friday is the Fort Wayne Mastodons.
Fort Wayne has given up nine goals, while 
scoring one of its own in its 0-5 start to the 
regular season. The match is set for Friday 
at 3 p.m. at Lakeside Field; the Panthers’ 
fourth home game of the season.
Eastern’s fifth home game is Sunday at 1 
p.m. against Western.
The Leathernecks have started their sea-
son much like the Mastodons with an 0-4 
record, not scoring any goals yet and con-
ceding nine goals in their four games. West-
ern will make a stop in Lexington, Ken-
tucky Friday to face the University of Ken-
tucky before coming to Charleston for Sun-
day’s matchup.
 
Dillan Schorfheide can be reached at 
581-2812 or dtschorfheide@eiu.edu.
Women’s defense compliments the offense’s success
BRYAN BUND | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Sophomore Henar Urteaga drives past the Chicago State defenders in the Panthers’ 5-1 win at 
Lakeside Field Sept. 3. Eastern is 3-2 to start its season.
SEAN HASTINGS | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Redshirt sophomore Daymon Blackport dribbles past the Saint Xavier defender in 
the Panthers exhibition win Aug. 15 at Lakeside Field.
Sports Editor
Sean Hastings
217 • 581 • 2812
DENSportsdesk@gmail.com
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By Sean Hastings
Sports Editor| @DEN_Sports
After a 1-2 weekend at the Denver 
Tournament, the Eastern volleyball 
team is back home for three matches 
set for Friday and Saturday. 
The Panthers are set to play 
Alabama A&M Friday at noon, with 
matches against Chicago State and 
Western at 1 and 7 p.m.
Eastern kept all its matches close 
last weekend, win or lose, but the loss 
to Niagara to open play stood out to 
coach Sam Wolinski.
“(We) did not play our best match 
against Niagara whatsoever,” Wolinski 
said. “But that says a lot about the 
team that we executed the game plan 
(in the second match) against UC 
Davis, which was a very good team 
that was ranked last week in the mid-
major polls.”
Eastern won in three sets, and one 
of the reasons for the improvement 
early on was the addition of the 
freshmen. 
Wolinski said it has added depth to 
the team.  
“It’s built a competitive culture in 
our gym, which is exactly what we are 
looking for, so there’s an excitement 
everyday that we’re at practice and 
getting better,” Wolinski. 
One freshman that has stepped 
up in her first year is Laurel Bailey. 
Bailey has recorded 48 kills this 
season, which is third best on the 
team. Senior Maria Brown and junior 
Taylor Smith have 52 and 51 kills, 
respectively. 
Bailey has been in her role as an 
outside hitter since the start of the 
season.
Last weekend, Bailey took control 
of the game and served the final four 
points of the game to win the third 
set against UC Davis. Wolinski called 
a timeout prior to the four-point 
swing trailing 24-22. 
“She plays out there with a lot of 
confidence and finds a way to get it 
done and takes feedback really well 
in terms of what she needs to work 
on and make herself 1 percent better,” 
Wolinski said. 
Not all the freshmen on the team 
have had game action, but they are 
still playing a key role for the Panthers 
with what they bring to practice.
This weekend’s teams will pose 
some things that Niagara showed 
against the Panthers.
Off-speed shots, tips and rolls are 
three things that the Panthers will 
have to be ready for this weekend, 
Wolinski said. 
Eastern has been a good block-
ing team in its first six matches this 
year, and doing that and sticking to 
its game plan and its style of play 
will help them get wins at home this 
weekend. 
“We have to continue to let our 
block be our strength,” Wolinski said, 
“whether we end the rally with the 
point or we get a great touch that al-
lows us to earn a point.”
Sean Hastings can be reached at
 581-2812 or smhastings@eiu.edu.
Volleyball team set for Panther Classic
By Sean Hastings
Sports Editor| @DEN_Sports
It will have already been nine days 
since the Panthers’ final-second win 
against Indiana State when the Eastern 
football team takes the field against 
Northern Saturday in DeKalb. 
Eastern made simple mistakes that 
ended its drives last week, mistakes that 
were not made on the game winning 
drive. 
The Panthers did not turn the ball 
over but put themselves in a hole with 
dropped passes and not making the best 
reads to keep moving up field. 
A few key drops came from senior 
receiver Dennis Turner, who made up 
for his by hauling in the game-winning 
touchdown. 
“That was uncharacteristic of me,” 
Turner said. “(Against Northern) I don’t 
plan on dropping as many. I plan to do a 
lot more catching this week.”
“The things that stopped those drives, 
weren’t because we were trying to be 
conservative,” coach Kim Dameron said. 
“We were throwing the football, we just 
dropped it.”
Dameron was, however, impressed 
with the showing that junior running 
back Isaiah Johnson put on. 
He rushed for 65 yards ran for one 
touchdown, where he broke it off to the 
left and scurried his way into the end 
zone. 
Johnson is a big running back. 
According to gobigrecruiting.com, the 
average height for an FCS running back 
is 5 feet 10 inches tall to 5 feet 11 inches 
tall and 175-195 pounds. Johnson is 6 
feet 1 inch and 215 pounds. 
“I thought Isaiah did a great 
job protecting the ball night long,” 
Dameron said. “He runs hard and he’s 
twisting and turning and doing all that, 
but he did a really good job protecting 
the football.” 
The only ball that hit the ground 
for the Panthers (that could have been 
a turnover), was when redshirt senior 
quarterback Mitch Kimble’s arm was hit. 
Eastern recovered. 
Snagging a win in the season opener 
puts the Panthers in a better spot going 
into week two, but the team knows that 
a win in game one does not guarantee a 
win in game two.
“The biggest step up is from game 
one to game two, and you’ll see it this 
week, that’s what coach tell us,” Turner 
said. 
Drops are something that can be 
fixed. Kimble had open receivers, the 
connections just were not there, but put-
ting together drives like the one the Pan-
thers had in the final two minutes, they 
will be fine. 
The running game is new and the 
receiving core is mostly new as Kimble’s 
main 2016 target, Devin Church, 
graduated. After one week Dameron can 
see what the Panthers have to do to win. 
“We just have to continue to preach 
(protecting the ball), and if we don’t turn 
the ball over, it gives us a chance to win 
the football game,” Dameron said. “And 
if we couple that with explosive plays of-
fensively, we can win bigger.” 
It also comes down to running the of-
fensive more efficiently, Dameron said. 
Northern runs the ball well and puts 
together an option-like offense. And for 
Eastern, that is what they practice and 
base their defense around, because it is 
similar to the Eastern offense. Running 
jet sweeps and motions is what Eastern 
and Northern have in common. 
Sean Hastings can be reached at 
581-2812 smhastings@eiu.edu.
Panthers, Huskies square off in DeKalb
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Senior Maria Brown kills the ball in the Panthers’ loss to Green Bay Aug. 25 
in Lantz Arena. The Panthers host the EIU Panther Classic this weekend.
JUSTIN BROWN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Junior running back Isaiah Johnson runs in for a touchdown in the Panthers’ season-opening win at Indiana State 
Aug. 31. Eastern plays at Northern Saturday.
By Maher Kawash 
Football Reporter | @DEN_Sports 
One of the biggest hurricanes 
our country has ever seen is set 
to take over the coast of Florida, 
but  for  nat ives  on the Eastern 
footbal l  team, it  i s  business  as 
usual. 
“It’s  nothing new to us,” Ft. 
Lauderdale native Dennis Turner 
s a i d .  “ Hu r r i c a n e s  h a v e  b e e n 
around all my life, so it’s nothing 
n e w  t o  u s .  I  j u s t  p r a y  t h a t 
everything will get better and that 
my family will fight through it.” 
Ft .  Lauderdale  i s  one of  the 
key  c i t i e s  in  southern Flor ida 
that is expected to be in the path 
of  the category f ive Hurricane 
Irma, but Turner said that does 
not change his family’s mindset 
as they are not leaving town. 
“They’re staying home and just 
going to fight through it,” Turner 
s a i d .  “ In  th a t  s i t u a t i on ,  you 
definitely just stock up on food 
and pray because that is all you 
can really do.” 
Many Florida natives are used 
to the complexity of hurricane 
season, and that plays a factor in 
Turner’s family deciding to stand 
pat in Ft. Lauderdale. 
“You can’t really go anywhere,” 
Turner said. “I can’t even put a 
number on how many hurricanes 
I ’v e  s e en ,  and  tha t ’s  why  i t ’s 
nothing new for me or my family. 
We just keep fighting.”
Hu r r i c a n e  K a t r i n a  i s  w e l l 
k n o w n  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t 
devastating storms our country 
ha s  s e en ,  and  Turne r  s a id  he 
remembers that one well. 
“I know Katrina was bad for 
me just because we didn’t even 
any  power  for  weeks ,”  Turner 
said.
Coming off  a week in which 
h e  c a u g h t  t h e  g a m e - w i n n i n g 
t o u c h d o w n  p a s s  w i t h  t h r e e 
seconds  l e f t  to  win the  game, 
Turner said his mindset remains 
focused on football. 
“ I  k n o w  m y  m o m  a n d  m y 
family  just  want  me to do my 
thing on the field,” Turner said. 
“They wish the best for me, and 
I’ll just keep praying for them.”
Turne r ’s  f ami l y  a re  s t ay ing 
i n  F l o r i d a  a n d  b r a c i n g  f o r 
Hurr icane  Irma to  hi t  despi te 
being in the hurricane’s path.
Turner and a few other of his 
teammates’ families had to brace 
for Hurricane Matthew during 
last year’s football season. 
While Turner prays his family 
stays safe as a storm nears, one 
o f  h i s  t e a m m a t e s  h a s  f a m i l y 
m e m b e r s  r e c o v e r i n g  f r o m 
Hurricane Harvey, which ran its 
course through parts of Texas. 
R e d s h i r t  f r e s h m a n  Ta y l o n 
Shepard is from Brenham, Texas, 
and  he  sa id  th i s  was  the  f i r s t 
hur r i cane  h i s  f ami ly  ha s  eve r 
gone through.
“It didn’t affect my family too 
much, but we had a lot of rain 
and t rees  fa l l ing  ever ywhere ,” 
Shepard said. 
Shepard said his family did not 
have much time to prepare for it 
as it came out of nowhere, but he 
is just glad they are safe now. 
And much like his teammate, 
Shepard said the hurricane did 
not distract him from the field as 
it only motivated him to go out 
there and do better. 
S h e p a r d  a n d  Tu r n e r  g e t  a 
chance to take their mind away 
from hurricanes and onto football 
Saturday as the Panthers travel to 
Northern Illinois University for a 
matchup against the Huskies. 
As  of  press  t ime,  Hurr icane 
Irma had not hit the Florida coast 
yet. 
Maher Kawash can be reached at 
581-2812 or mwkawash@eiu.edu .
Football players affected by Hurricane Irma 
